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“Every Child Is 
Your Child, Every 
Child Has A Right
To Dream”
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Who We Are… Our Vision

Our Mission

The Special Youth Leadership Foundation is a 
social impact organization that focuses on raising 
young African leaders through education by               
providing platforms and opportunities to fulfill              
their dreams. We are a community of young                            
professionals with a vision to improve the quality of  
leadership in all spheres of governance in Africa by 
creating access for more children to get an                   
education.

To improve the quality of leadership in Africa by 
providing a platform where less privileged and 
highly talented children can be equipped with an       
education, mentoring, and leadership training to 
bring about a positive influence on their world.

We dream of an Africa where more young people have access to an education and the essential tools that provide them 
with a foundation to be positive change agents to their respective communities, the African continent, and the World.

“Making dreams come true.”



OUR PROGRAMS
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Inspire Scholarship 
Program
The Inspire Scholarship provides financial support 
for children of low-income earners, orphaned                
children, and families that have lost a breadwinner. 
It targets primary and secondary school students, 
covering tuition, uniforms, books, stationery, and 
lunch through direct payments to schools. This          
initiative is a continuous scholarship that ensures 
disadvantaged children have access to quality               
education.

Special Scholarship 
Program
The Special Scholarship is merit-based and            
supports gifted students under 21 for local tertiary 
education. It covers tuition, books, and study              
materials, focusing on fostering exceptional talent. 
This program aims to empower bright young minds 
to excel academically and professionally.



Mentorship/Career 
Day Program
This program connects professionals with students 
to share career insights and life skills. Experts        
provide guidance on career paths, workplace             
success, and personal development through             
relatable stories. The program helps students make 
informed career choices while gaining inspiration 
for future opportunities.

Special Summer 
School Program
The Special Summer School Program o�ers a free, 
4-6 week intellectual and practical experience for 
underprivileged children in Nigeria. Over 5,000        
students engage in activities like mental               
mathematics, critical thinking, creative writing, and 
public speaking. It also promotes patriotism            
and national values, shaping students into                            
future leaders.



School Build 
Program
This program addresses the lack of infrastructure in 
African public schools by building or renovating 
schools in underserved communities. It provides 
safe, quality learning environments, including 
desks, chairs, and improved ventilation. Local              
contractors and materials are used to support local 
economies.

Lifelong Development 
Program
The Lifelong Program ensures continuous              
development for children supported by the                
foundation. It includes mentorship, leadership     
training, and community involvement, fostering 
long-term personal and professional growth. An 
alumni network provides ongoing support and            
opportunities for lifelong success.



SDG GOALS
At The Special Foundation, we empower Africa’s young people through expanded 
access to education and skills development. Operating in a region where over 70% of 
the population is under 30, our programs align with the United Nations Sustainable               
Development Goals to drive inclusive, lasting impact.



Dear Partners,

As we close 2025, I reflect with deep gratitude on what we have accomplished together at The Special Foundation. This year rea�irmed 
what is possible when over 400 partners come together as one community, driven by shared values, sustained commitment, and belief 
in every child’s potential.

Across all our programs, we reached over 62,623 children and young people nationwide. Our Special Summer School expanded                
significantly, reaching 24,500 children across 14 centers in 9 states, Our scholarship programs also continued to grow supporting 620+ 
scholars across 21+ states in partnership with 155+ schools, 98% of these scholars have received  continuous support for over 5  years, 
56% percent are female, 80% are orphans, and many from highly vulnerable backgrounds. Through this work, we continue to remove              
financial barriers and keep promising learners in school.

Our mentorship e�orts deepened as well, with structured support provided to 560+ students. We also became the first partner                          
organization to launch Google’s Mind the Gap program in Nigeria, engaging 30+ students in an immersive experience that included a visit 
to Google HQ and expanded their sense of possibility.

The strength of our ecosystem grew in 2025 as we welcomed 30+ new partners, alongside our long standing supporters, further                   
accelerating our collective impact. In recognition of this work, The Special Foundation was honored with both the Community Voice 
Award and the Gold Anthem Award, achievements that belong to every partner who believes in this vision.

Partners, you are not simply funding programs. You are shaping futures and  expanding opportunity. Thank you for standing with us and 
for proving that progress accelerates when we move together.

With deep gratitude and steadfast optimism,
Seyi Akinwale

FROM THE FOUNDER’S DESK
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OUR IMPACT STORY



OVERALL IMPACT NUMBERS

62,623+
Since our
inception in 2018

2025 IMPACT NUMBERS

30,327+ In 2025 alone across 
all our programs.



IMPACT NUMBERS

62,623+
OVERALL 
IMPACTED

619+
INSPIRE 
SCHOLARSHIP

24,528+
SUMMER 
SCHOOL

10,165+
MENTORSHIP

14
SCHOOL 
BUILD

2025 IN NUMBERS: OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
Inspire Scholarship
Empowering 619+ Scholars across 21+ states in Nigeria
155+ Schools Partnering to Shape Tomorrow’s Leaders 
98% of Our Scholars Have Been Under Continuous Support
for 5+ Years



Supporting the Most Vulnerable
80% of Our Scholars Are Orphans

Providing consistent education, mentorship, and stability 
where it is needed most.

Inclusive Support for Boys and Young Men
44% Male Scholars

across Northern and Southern Nigeria Ensuring equitable 
education for boys in underserved communities.

Community-Level Transformation
300+ Communities Impacted

Driving educational progress across rural and urban                  
regions.

Breaking Gender Barriers Nationwide
56% Female Scholars

across Northern and Southern Nigeria Expanding access 
to education and leadership opportunities for girls.

Powered by Long-Term Believers 75+ 
Inspire Scholarship Sponsors — and growing

Sustaining multi-year educational support for scholars    
nationwide.

(33%)

(42%)

(25%)

Reaching Learners at Every Stage
Age Distribution of Inspire Scholars:

AGES 2–7:
138 children
(33%)

AGES 8–12:
172 children
(42%)

AGES 13–26:
102 young adults
(25%)



GROWTH NUMBERS

2025 GROWTH NUMBERS

Growth Numbers

2025: 620+ Children
Special Summer School

2025: 24,500 in 14+ centers
School Build Program

2025: 2 Projects

School Build Program
1 Projects2022:

5 Projects2023:
11 Projects2024:

14 Projects2025:

Special Summer School
3 Centers2022:

6 Centers2023:
8 Centers2024:

14 centers2025:

Mentorship Program
700+ Children2022:

5,000+ Children2023:
4,1119+ Children2024:

4,683+ Children2025:

Inspire Scholarship
200+ Children2022:

458+ Children2023:
560+ Children2024:

619+ Children2025:

2022 10,000+ 2023 21,000+ 2024 33,439+ 2025 62,623+
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2025 PROGRAM 
IMPACT



INSPIRE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM

Since o�icially welcoming our first child in 2016, the Inspire Scholarship Program has grown into a groundbreaking               
initiative empowering children to reach their fullest potential. Open to children from all communities and cultures, and 
free from discriminatory barriers, Inspire ensures access to quality education for those who need it most. The program 
currently supports the education of 619 children from underserved communities, of which 80% are orphaned. 

Partnering with 155 schools and supported by 75 sponsors, the initiative spans 300 communities across 21 States in                
Nigeria. With 56% of scholars being female and 44% male, the program continues to promote gender equality across 
the northern and southern hemispheres. Each child receives unwavering support throughout their educational journey 
up to secondary school, fostering a brighter future for themselves and their communities.

Scholars : 619 Male : 272 Female : 346 States : 21 Schools : 155



https://youtu.be/oXRv2SGBONQ 

SPECIAL SUMMER 
SCHOOL

The Special Youth Leadership Foundation successfully implemented the 2025 Special Summer School Program across 
14 centres in 9 states, including Ikota, Makoko, Ikoyi, Mafoluku, and Bariga (Lagos); Magboro and Ota (Ogun); Kuje 
(Abuja); Minna (Niger); Owerri (Imo); Makurdi (Benue); Ikire (Osun); Zaria (Kaduna); and Irrua (Edo)
.
This intensive 4-6-week program o�ered practical skill-building in areas such as soap making, tailoring, coding, catering, 
leadership, and entrepreneurship for children from Primary to Secondary levels. Fully funded by the Foundation and its 
partners, it reached 24,500 children, equipping them with lifelong skills while fostering creativity, teamwork, and                    
confidence.

Beyond skills, the program ignited curiosity, inspired dreams, and strengthened community bonds, transforming learning 
into an exciting adventure. Each child left with not only new knowledge but also the belief that their potential is limitless. 
With this remarkable impact as a foundation, the program is set to expand even further, reaching 20 centres in 2026 and 
touching the lives of thousands more young learners across the country.

Results : 14 Centers Beneficiaries : 24,500+ States : 9 States

https://youtu.be/CzNPyiVd-f8






MENTORSHIP 
PROGRAM

The Mentorship Program continues to empower young learners by providing access to guidance, skills 
development, and inspiring interactions with experienced professionals. This year, students benefited 
from Google’s Mind the Gap program at Google HQ and hands-on mentorship sessions at Birrel 
Avenue Senior High School and Omar Fisal Senior High School through the Rising Minds                        
Initiative, gaining exposure to STEM, leadership, and practical skills.
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PROJECT 
HIGHLIGHTS



Through our partnership with Google, the Mind the Gap program gave 
over 30 students the opportunity to visit Google HQ, participate in                  
interactive workshops, and engage with technology in meaningful ways. 
The program exposed students to innovative tools and practical                         
applications, broadening their understanding of careers in technology and             
fostering a culture of curiosity and problem-solving.

The collaboration also provided mentorship sessions where students                
interacted with professionals, asked questions, and explored pathways to 
further education and skill development. This initiative continues to inspire 
students to embrace digital skills, think creatively, and envision careers 
that were previously out of reach, laying the foundation for future lead-
ers in tech.

https://youtu.be/oXRv2SGBONQ 

EDUCATION OUTREACH 
WITH GOOGLE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=KT4IU3PTGZdiyNXb&v=oXRv2SGBONQ&feature=youtu.be


MENTORSHIP WITH RISING
MINDS INITIATIVE

In partnership with the Rising Minds Initiative, we delivered mentorship programs to Birrel 
Avenue Senior High School and Omar Fisal Senior High School in Yaba. Students                    
participated in workshops, one-on-one mentoring, and interactive sessions that                       
encouraged leadership, critical thinking, and self-confidence. These engagements helped 
young learners explore their potential and gain practical guidance for personal and                 
academic growth.

The program also created a platform for open discussions, where students could ask        
questions, express themselves, and receive tailored advice. By combining mentorship 
with skills development, the initiative equips students with the knowledge, motivation, 
and tools they need to succeed, reinforcing our commitment to nurturing the next 
generation of leaders.

https://youtu.be/oXRv2SGBONQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ob1HFytBEls


RENOVATION OF ST. FRANCIS JUNIOR
GRAMMAR SCHOOL LIBRARY

St. Francis Junior Grammar School faced the challenge of limited learning spaces 
and resources for its students. Recognizing the need for a dedicated hub for 
reading and exploration, we embarked on the renovation and creation of the St. 
Francis Junior Grammar School Library, transforming it into a vibrant,                      
student-friendly learning environment.

The project included the installation of new furniture, bookshelves, reading 
corners, and engaging learning materials, renovating a space that                    
encourages curiosity, creativity, and collaboration. Today, the library 
serves over 850 students, providing them with a safe, inspiring, and 
well-equipped atmosphere to foster learning and imagination. 

https://youtu.be/Mm8ZZWhKoXU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm8ZZWhKoXU


THOUGHT LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 2025

In May 2025, we convened educators, partners, and sector leaders for our annual 
Thought Leadership Summit—a platform designed to foster dialogue,                          
collaboration, and shared learning around education access and long-term 
impact.

The summit brought together diverse perspectives to examine challenges 
within the education ecosystem and explore practical, forward-looking            
solutions. Through focused discussions and knowledge exchange, the 
event reinforced our commitment to systems-level thinking and               
collective action in shaping the future of learning.

https://youtu.be/Mm8ZZWhKoXU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHUfvkLI_M
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PARTNERSHIPS AND
COLLABORATIONS



https://youtu.be/oXRv2SGBONQ 

We are excited to continue our partnership with Google through its Mind the Gap                  
education outreach program, empowering young students to explore technology and              
innovation like never before. In 2025, over 30 students had the opportunity to visit Google 
HQ and engage in hands-on learning experiences, broadening their horizons and inspiring 
the next generation of leaders in tech.

Our collaboration with Google continues to grow stronger, and we look forward to                 
deepening this partnership in the years ahead. Together, we are committed to creating 
meaningful opportunities for young learners, fostering creativity, critical thinking, and               
digital skills that will shape the future of education in Nigeria.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION 
AND GOOGLE

�����������������
������ �� � � � � � ����� � ��

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/n_mTY8laRhA
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https://youtu.be/Mm8ZZWhKoXU

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION AND 
GARDAWORLD

We are thrilled to celebrate our partnership with GardaWorld and the incredible impact of 
their 2025 support at St. Francis Junior Grammar School! Together, we renovated                    
classrooms and launched the St. Francis Library, creating a dynamic space where 850+ 
students can explore, learn, and grow. The school is now buzzing with energy, curiosity, 
and inspiration, thanks to this transformative collaboration.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtBlAvvDjPQ


In partnership with Sterling One Foundation and as part of her birthday initiative, Sterling 
Bank’s CEO, Abubakar Suleiman’s 10-year-old daughter, Asma, raised over ₦10 million for 
charity and donated ₦1.2 million to support The Special Foundation’s work, demonstrating 
the powerful role young people can play in driving social impact.

In addition, Sterling One Foundation continues to support the educational goals of under-
privileged children in Nigeria, actively sponsoring 30 students through the Inspire Scholar-
ship program, providing sustained support that enables beneficiaries to remain in school 
and continue their education.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION AND
STERLING ONE FOUNDATION

�����������������
������ �� � � � � � ����� � ��



https://youtu.be/F3tlPTPC05Y

At the 2025 Special Summer School, Macadams Baking Solutions trained 100 children 
at Roydek Academy in Makoko in practical baking skills. The sessions encouraged           
creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving, equipping young learners with hands-on                
experience and confidence to explore entrepreneurial opportunities.

This collaboration reflects a shared commitment to equipping young learners with both 
practical skills and the mindset to pursue opportunities beyond the classroom. By                  
combining education with entrepreneurship, Macadams Baking Solutions helped create 
experiences that inspire growth, innovation, and lasting impact for the children and the 
community.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION AND 
MACADAMS BAKING SOLUTIONS

�����������������
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3tlPTPC05Y


Descacio partnered with the Special Youth Leadership Foundation to provide 
back-to-school materials at the Makoko and Ikoyi centres during the 2025 Special Summer 
School. By supplying essential school items, they helped students start the academic year 
prepared and confident, reinforcing the importance of access to learning resources for 
every child.

By addressing these fundamental needs, Descacio helped create an environment where 
children could focus on growth, curiosity, and education. Their contribution reinforced the 
value of partnership in equipping young learners with the tools to thrive both inside and 
outside the classroom.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION 
AND DESCACIO

�����������������
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In 2025, The Special Foundation partnered with Devex on a paid advertising feature              
designed to spotlight our work and expand visibility among a global development                     
audience. The advertisement highlighted our mission, programs, and approach to                  
education access, positioning our work within broader conversations on development and 
social impact. The partnership demonstrated how strategic media placements can support 
awareness-building and extend the reach of education-focused initiatives.

  THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION 
AND DEVEX 

�����������������
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Kuddy Cosmetics engaged children at the Makoko, Magboro, and Ota centres during the 
2025 Special Summer School, providing hair care products and grooming training. The          
initiative taught practical hair care techniques while promoting hygiene, confidence, and 
self-expression, supporting holistic development for young learners.

Through this collaboration, Kuddy Cosmetics helped empower young learners with             
practical skills and personal care knowledge, reinforcing the importance of wellness and 
self-confidence. Their support highlights the role of partnerships in nurturing holistic            
development for children across our programs.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION 
AND KUDDY COSMETICS

�����������������
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Beloxxi supported the 2025 Special Summer School by providing refreshments to keep 
children energized and engaged at select centres. UAC Foods, Nigerian Bottling Company, 
and De Miller Farms also contributed, ensuring students enjoyed nutritious snacks and 
drinks throughout the program. Their combined e�orts created a more vibrant and                 
nurturing learning environment, demonstrating the impact of collaborative partnerships on 
the well-being and overall experience of young learners.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION AND BELOXXI, 
UAC FOODS, NIGERIAN BOTTLING COMPANY, 
AND DE MILLER FARMS

�����������������
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The Special Youth Leadership Foundation partnered with the Elsie Jinadu Foundation to 
support 11 children through a dedicated feeding initiative designed to provide consistent, 
nutritious meals. This collaboration focused on ensuring that children in vulnerable                   
circumstances had access to daily food support, reducing the burden on families and                 
creating a more stable environment for learning and well-being.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION AND 
ELSIE JINADU FOUNDATION 

�����������������
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The Special Scholarship is merit-based and            
supports gifted students under 21 for local tertiary 
education. It covers tuition, books, and study              
materials, focusing on fostering exceptional talent. 
This program aims to empower bright young minds 
to excel academically and professionally.

The Special Youth Leadership Foundation is pleased to announce a funding partnership 
with Trinity Phoenix Charity Foundation to support our Inspire Scholarship Program for 
2026. This collaboration will provide scholarships to 30 children, covering tuition and learn-
ing materials to ensure that young scholars can pursue their education without financial               
barriers.

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION AND TRINITY 
PHOENIX CHARITY FOUNDATION 

�����������������
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The Special Summer School Program o�ers a free, 
4-6 week intellectual and practical experience for 
underprivileged children in Nigeria. Over 5,000        
students engage in activities like mental               
mathematics, critical thinking, creative writing, and 
public speaking. It also promotes patriotism            
and national values, shaping students into                            
future leaders.
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CELEBRATING SPECIAL 
MOMENTS WITH
THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION



The Lifelong Program ensures continuous              
development for children supported by the                
foundation. It includes mentorship, leadership     
training, and community involvement, fostering 
long-term personal and professional growth. An 
alumni network provides ongoing support and            
opportunities for lifelong success.

AWARDS AND 
RECOGNITIONS



2025 ANTHEM 
AWARDS 
RECOGNITION

We are proud to share that The Special 
Youth Leadership Foundation was                
selected from over 10,000 applications 
to receive a scholarship to participate 
in the Anthem Awards, where we went 
on to win both the Gold Award and               
the Community Voice Award. This       
achievement reflects the collective 
e�ort of our partners, volunteers, team 
members, and communities who                  
continue to believe in the power                   
of access, opportunity, and                            
collaboration.

The Anthem Awards celebrate 
purpose-driven organizations 
creating measurable social 
impact, and this recognition                  
a�irms the reach and relevance 
of our mission. Above all, it            
belongs to the children and 
young people at the heart of our 
work and to every partner who 
has walked this journey with us. 
Together, we are building               
pathways that empower the 
next generation and create              
lasting change.



GLOBAL 
RECOGNITION 
AWARDS
We are thrilled to announce that both The 
Special Foundation and our founder,                    
Seyi Akinwale, were honored at the Global 
Recognition Awards, celebrating outstanding 
leadership and social impact. This recognition 
highlights the dedication, vision, and                 
transformative work that have positioned the 
Foundation as a leader in advancing                      
education and youth development across            
Nigeria.

The Global Recognition Awards acknowledge individuals and organizations driving meaningful 
change on a global scale. This dual honor not only celebrates our achievements but also                          
underscores the power of partnership, community, and relentless commitment to empowering 
young minds. It is a testament to what can be accomplished when vision meets action.

Dear Partners,

As we close 2025, I reflect with deep gratitude on what we have accomplished together at The Special Foundation. This year rea�irmed 
what is possible when over 400 partners come together as one community, driven by shared values, sustained commitment, and belief 
in every child’s potential.

Across all our programs, we reached over 62,623 children and young people nationwide. Our Special Summer School expanded                
significantly, reaching 24,500 children across 14 centers in 9 states, Our scholarship programs also continued to grow supporting 620+ 
scholars across 21+ states in partnership with 155+ schools, 98% of these scholars have received  continuous support for over 5  years, 
56% percent are female, 80% are orphans, and many from highly vulnerable backgrounds. Through this work, we continue to remove              
financial barriers and keep promising learners in school.

Our mentorship e�orts deepened as well, with structured support provided to 560+ students. We also became the first partner                          
organization to launch Google’s Mind the Gap program in Nigeria, engaging 30+ students in an immersive experience that included a visit 
to Google HQ and expanded their sense of possibility.

The strength of our ecosystem grew in 2025 as we welcomed 30+ new partners, alongside our long standing supporters, further                   
accelerating our collective impact. In recognition of this work, The Special Foundation was honored with both the Community Voice 
Award and the Gold Anthem Award, achievements that belong to every partner who believes in this vision.

Partners, you are not simply funding programs. You are shaping futures and  expanding opportunity. Thank you for standing with us and 
for proving that progress accelerates when we move together.

With deep gratitude and steadfast optimism,
Seyi Akinwale
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SPECIAL 
SPOTLIGHTS



IFEOMA OKPALA AINA’S 
CELEBRATING WITH PURPOSE DRIVE
In 2025, Ifeoma Okpala Aina marked her birthday by launching the Celebrating with               
Purpose drive in support of The Special Foundation. The initiative was designed to trans-
form a personal milestone into a collective act of giving, with a focus on keeping children 
in school.

The drive set a fundraising goal of ₦15,000,000, aimed at supporting access to education 
and ensuring continuity of learning for children from underserved communities. Through 
this e�ort, ₦6,509,410 was raised in support of our Inspire Scholarship program.



VOLUNTEERS HIGHLIGHT
Our volunteers play a vital role in bringing learning, care, and community to life across our 
programs. At the Ikoyi centre, Mrs. Popoola created moments of joy and connection by 
bringing toys and games and engaging children alongside her own. At the Mafoluku 
centre, Mrs. Demuren taught, played, and learned with the children, supported by her own 
children, who also joined in teaching and activities.

At the Kuje centre, volunteers Hauwa and Miwa led sessions on public speaking and              
storytelling, helping young stewards build confidence and find their voices. Beyond             
physical spaces, our volunteer WhatsApp community provides year-round support 
through coordination, idea-sharing, and collective problem-solving, strengthening our 
work across programs.

We also celebrate partners who extend opportunities beyond volunteering. Through one 
such partnership, John, a Special Summer School alumnus, completed a two-week                  
internship at Sapphire Nigeria Limited, demonstrating how volunteer and partner                 
engagement can open real-world pathways for young people.



YOUNG VOLUNTEERS HIGHLIGHT 
Young volunteers brought energy, leadership, and generosity to the Special Summer 
School across centres in Ikoyi, Ikota, and Mafoluku. We give special recognition to the 
teenagers from Rockstars at Kindness, who painted two classrooms at the Ikota center.

We also celebrate young leaders such as Toriola Banjoko, who taught French at Hope            
Primary School, and Ayomide Babatunde-Dada, who supported mathematics lessons and 
led games during the regular school term. During the Special Summer School, Eziolachi 
Anusim, co-founder of Rockstars at Kindness, and Amal Abdusalam (@amalartf )                  
facilitated art sessions that encouraged creativity and self-expression. Together, their            
contributions highlight the powerful role young people play in driving impact



Andrew Demuren
Anthony Demuren
Amal Abdulsalam
Ayomide Babatunde-Dada
Eziolachi Anusim
Chilemam Anusim
Mofeoluwa Akinwale

Mojola Akinwale
Naim I. Saba
Nimi Popoola
Nabil Abdulsalam
Olufayohan Famuyide
Olufoyehan Famuyide
Oluwapelumi Mary Adeoye

Temitoukpe Erewa-Meggison
Tobechukwu Idoko
Temitade Popoola
Toriola Banjoko
Rayyan O. Saba



GIVING TUESDAY CAMPAIGN 
AND FESTIVAL
As part of Giving Tuesday, we launched the Giving Tuesday Giving Circle campaign, raising 
over ₦4 million toward our ₦10 million target. These contributions directly support                    
scholarships and mentorship programs, demonstrating how collective generosity can 
transform lives and strengthen communities.

The Special Youth Leadership Foundation participated in the 2025 Giving Tuesday Festival, 
hosted by Giving Tuesday Nigeria, reaching over 450 children through workshops,                  
interactive programs, and community engagement. The festival highlighted our work, 
strengthened connections with supporters, and celebrated the spirit of giving that drives 
meaningful change.
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STORIES THAT 
SHAPED 2025

Behind our programs and milestones 
in 2025 were real moments of            
learning, growth, and transition. 
These stories highlight how access 
to opportunity, practical exposure, 
and sustained support translated 
into meaningful outcomes for               
children and communities we serve.



https://youtu.be/ayHUfvkLI_M

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
SUMMIT, MAY 2025

In May 2025, we convened educators, partners, and 
sector leaders at our Thought Leadership Summit                  
to engage in critical conversations on the future of           
education. The summit provided a platform for             
collaboration, shared learning, and collective                   
problem-solving focused on long-term educational 
impact.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHUfvkLI_M


https://youtu.be/x2y-SWYtcU0

DESTINY & HELEN: A 
MILESTONE MOMENT

In 2025, Destiny and Helen—both beneficiaries of our 
programs—completed their primary school education 
and transitioned into secondary school. Their                       
progression represents an important academic            
milestone and reflects the impact of consistent                     
educational support over time.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2y-SWYtcU0&feature=youtu.be


GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORD RADIO MARATHON

(FEATURED GUEST)

Our Communications Lead was featured as a guest on 
the 130-hour radio talk show marathon hosted by 
O’Daniels, during which he broke the Guinness World 
Record for the longest marathon hosting a radio talk 
show. The appearance contributed to national                     
conversations on youth development, education, and 
social impact, amplifying the work of The Special 
Foundation.



The Mentorship Program continues to empower young learners by providing access to guidance, skills 
development, and inspiring interactions with experienced professionals. This year, students benefited 
from Google’s Mind the Gap program at Google HQ and hands-on mentorship sessions at Birrel 
Avenue Senior High School and Omar Fisal Senior High School through the Rising Minds                        
Initiative, gaining exposure to STEM, leadership, and practical skills.

IN THE NEWS

HOPE PRIMARY SCHOOL ON EYEWITNESS REPORT

In 2025, our work was featured across television and media platforms, helping to expand               
visibility around our programs and the communities we serve.

In 2025, our work was featured across television and media platforms, helping to expand                  
visibility around our programs and the communities we serve.

TVC WAKE UP SHOW
A national television appearance spotlighting our work and amplifying conversations around 
access to quality education.

KALEIDOSCOPE WITH SEYI AKINWALE
A feature exploring our approach to education, storytelling, and long-term impact.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXHs5Osrr1M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPqkUbtlnRU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFWIoaaesOE&feature=youtu.be
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ORGANIZATIONAL
UPDATES



UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
AND EVENTS

Thought Leadership Summit - Q2 of 2026

The Thought Leadership Summit provides an opportunity for the foundation to share its 
impactful work with leaders, stakeholders, and diplomats, and also express our gratitude to 
our incredible partners and volunteers. Details of this event will be communicated soon.

https://youtu.be/x2y-SWYtcU0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHUfvkLI_M&feature=youtu.be
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IMPACT

1,000

Inspire 
scholarship 
beneficiaries

S
c

h

ool B
u

i
l

d 7 40,500
Summer 
School Impact
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Mentorship 
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Overall impact:



THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION FAMILY

Founder
Seyi Akinwale

Co-Founder
Chukwuma Nwanze

Co-Founder
Damilola Akinwale

Ayobamidele Shodipe Roli Edoja

Tomi Popoola Adesuwa Nosakhare

Mifa Adejumo

Dinchi Ikpa

T E A M  M E M B E R S



AMBASSADORS

Akindeji Oyebode
Partner and Energy & Natural Resources 
Practice Lead at Banwo & Ighodalo

Product Manager in Mobile 
Banking at FCMB LTD

Wole Coker

Abimbola Ayinde
GM Upstream Commercial and Corporate 
Finance First  E&P

Ifeoma Okpala Aina
Head of Procurement (ASSP) Academy at Maersk

Lead, Strategic Government Engagement AWS

Nnenna Irebisi- Okoli

Ijeoma Anyigbo
West Africa Regional Manager and 
Nigeria Country Manager, Oxygen Hub

Akinbamidele Akintola
Chief Commercial O�icer at Alerzo

Founder, The Fariga Initiative Against Bullying 
in Schools (FIABAS)

Funlola Adegoke

Chizoba Okpala Atsu
Founder & Managing Director of Elles Icebox and 
Highgate Projects



IN GRATITUDE

Dear Valued Partners,

As we close 2025, I am deeply grateful for the collective impact we have created together. This year alone, our work reached over 62,623 lives, 
reflecting the strength of a mission powered by a community of committed partners who believe every child deserves the opportunity to 
thrive.

Your support made it possible to expand the Special Summer School to 14 centres across 9 states, reaching 24,500 children. Through our 
scholarship programs, over 619+ scholarship beneficiaries continued their education with confidence.

This year, our work also received international recognition in the Anthem Awards, winning both the Gold Award and the Community Voice 
Award. Additionally, both The Special Youth Leadership Foundation and I, Seyi Akinwale, were honored at the Global Recognition 
Awards for outstanding leadership and social impact. These achievements underscore the reach, relevance, and influence of our collective 
mission.

Our impact was strengthened by partners who stood with us and those who joined us this year, alongside our long-standing supporters 
whose dedication fuels every milestone. With this growing network, we are preparing to scale even further in 2026, reaching more children 
and deepening our footprint across the country.

Thank you for your trust, generosity, and belief in what we can achieve together. With partners like you, the future is bright, and our shared    
mission continues with renewed momentum and unwavering hope.

With gratitude,
Seyi Akinwale



INSPIRE SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS

Abimbola Kasim
Abimbola Alabi
Abimbola Olanrewaju
Abioye Sokunbi
Abolaji Nurudeen
Adedapo Olawunmi
Ademola Adeyemi-Bero
Adeola Jeremiah
Akinyele Oyekemi
Anwuli Femi - Pearse
Ayo Olapade

Olayinka Damilare Adesanya
Olufunlola Kupolati
Olumide Jinadu
Oluwaseni Adenle
Oluwole Ajayi
Oluwole Sokunbi
Opeyemi Taiwo
Opeyemi Olatoye
Oyinpreye Aigbogun
Oyindamola Oladosu
Oyinlola St Matthew Daniel

P Peter Omoregie
Peter Falohun

R RIF Trust
Rhema Ifeanyichukwu Obiefuna
Ronke Ijogun

S Susan Younis
Sterling One Foundation

T Tamilore Owolabi
Temi Orekunrin
Temitope Afolabi
Thelma Osuhor
Toyin Akinde
Toyosi Bode-Kayode
Tunde Aka-Bashorun

V Victor Aluyi

G Gbolade Kayode
Gboyega Apata

I Ifeoma Okpala Aina

J Jibola Taiwo
Jola Aderemi-Makinde

K Kayode Oshodi

L Ladipo Ogunlesi
Lade Odukoya
Lagos Business School (LBS)

M Michael Daniels
Mercy Aluyi

N Nnenna Irebisi
Natalie Nyondo

O Obianuju Iwuamadi
Obehi Okafor
Odia Aire
Ogadi Onwuaduegbo
Oladipo Family
Olaide Adelusi
Olaitan Uche

Babatunde Dada
Bisola Kayode-Adedeji

Defolu Olufon
Dr Abimbola Sokunbi
Dunni Oyenuga

Ebehi Odejobi
Emmanuel Okobi
Emmanuel Etomi
Eniola Ogunbodede

Y Yemi Olatoye
Yetunde Falore
Yewande Awoderu
Yinka Apata
Yoyinsola Otufowora

Folagbade A. Adeyemi
Folorunsho Ashcroft
Fumi Dada
Fumi Popoola
First Exploration & Petroleum
- Development Company

F

A

B

D

E



2025 FINANCIAL DONORS
Abayomi Akinyemi
Abimbola Kasim 
Adedapo Olawunmi
Ademola Adeyemi-Bero
Adeniyi Adesuyi
Adeola Jeremiah
Adeleke Alex-Adedipe
Adeyemi Sakiru Adedayo
Akinbamidele Akintola
Akindeji Oyebode
Akinlabi Adebanjo 
Akinsanya Adekunle Ibiyemi
Akinyemi Temitope Bodunde
Amaka Nwabueze
Anjolaoluwa Toluwalase Oyedeji
Anwuli Femi Pearse
Ayodeji Durojaiye

Ebehi Odejobi
Elsie Jinadu Foundation
Emmanuel Etomi
Emmanuel Okobi
Eniola Ogunbodede
Ezinne Regina Ihejirika 

K Kemi Akinyele
Kunle Salami

P Pamela Ngozi Ihenacho
Peter Falohun
Peter Omoregie

R Remi Makinde (Omma 
- Integrated Global Service)

S Segun Adetuyi
Seyi Akinwale 
Sterling One Foundation
Susan Younis

T Temitope Afolabi
Thelma Osuhor
Tolulola Kusanu 
Toriola Idris Tunrayo 
Tosin Olafare
Toyin Akinde
Toyosi Bode-Kayode
Tunde Aka-Bashorun
Tamilore Owolabi

L Ladapo Oyebiyi 
Lade Odukoya
Ladipo Ogunlesi

M Micheal Daniels
Mercy Aluyi

N Natalie Nyondo
Nnenna Irebisi

Murtala Lanval

O Obianuju Iwuamadi
Ogunnusi Olumayowa 
Olaide Adelusi
Olatoye Opeyemi
Oluwatoyin Owolabi
Oluwole Sokunbi
Omolola Ogunseye
Oyinda Adesuyi
Oyinlola St Mathew Daniel
Oyinpreye Aigbogun
Oladipo Family
Olufunlola Kupolati
Onyeka Okoli
Opeyemi Taiwo
Oluwaseni Adenle
Odia Aire

F Femi Oladunmoye
First Exploration & Petroleum 
- Development Company
Folorunsho Ashcroft
Fumi Popoola
Funmi Jamodu
Folagbade Adeyemi

G Gardaworld
Google
Gbolade Kayode
Gboyega Apata

H Heritage Energy Operational 
- Services Limited

I Idris Abioye 
Ifeoma Okpala Aina

J Jennifer Odufuwa 
Jibola Taiwo

Bisola Adedeji-Kayode
Babatunde Dada
Babatunde Salami

Credit Direct Nigeria Limited

Damilola Dada
Damy Oladosu
Deen Sokoya
Defolu Olufon
Dominik Sekula
Doyin Adetuyi
Dr Abimbola Sokunbi
Dr Anibaba Obafemi

Victor Aluyi

Wale Olafare
Walter Bassey

Yemi Williams
Yetunde Demuren
Yewande Awoderu
Yinka Adesanya
Yinka Apata
Yoyinsola Otufowora

V

W

Y
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B

C

D

E



2025 CORPORATE PARTNERS



VOLUNTEERS

Abimbola Alabi
Abimbola Ayinde
Abimbola Kasim
Abiodun Thomas
Adebayo Adebogun
Adeola  Jeremiah 
Adeola Rukayat Olamide
Adesuwa Nosakhare  
Adetuyi Olusegun Babatunde
Ajala Agaba
Akinbamidele Akintola 
Akinola Williams
Akorede Folarin
Anwuli Femi - Pearse
Ayo Olapade
Ayobamidele Shodipe
Ayodeji Akinrinbola
Ayokunle Ilesanmi
Anuoluwapo Johnson
Aisha Abdulsalam
Anuoluwapo Odubanjo

C Chiaka Unim
Chinansa Ken -Ugwuh
Chizoba Atsu
Chukwuma Nwanze
Clara
Cynthia

D Dami Akinwale
Damy Oladosu
Defolu Olufon
Deji Oyebode
Didi Ezeh
Dr Kemi Kwenin

E Ebehi Odejobi
Ebun Williams
Edeifo Brittany Aikhuele
Emeka Ucheaga
EseOghene Okagbare
Eva Ovbude
Eyong Ebai
Ezinne Regina

F Falade Yinka
Felicia Otolorin
Funlola Adegoke
Funlola Kupolati
Funmi Jamodu
Funmi Popoola
Fadekemi Banjo
Fareedah Omiyale

F Falade Yinka
Felicia Otolorin
Funlola Adegoke
Funlola Kupolati
Funmi Jamodu
Funmi Popoola

L Ladipo Ogunlesi
Loila Kienka 
Lola St Matthew-Daniel
Leslie Li
Lewis Osako

M Maureen Odalumeh
Michael Idah
Michael K Ojo
Mikolanté
Mobola Akin-Fatodu
Mohammed Abdulsalam
Mowale Ajose-Adeogun
Ms Otasowie
Muyiwa
Mary Adegbasa
Miwa Cole

N Natalie Nyondo
Niyi Adesuyi Enyo
Nnenna Irebisi

O Odia Aire
Olumide Jinadu
Oladunni Oyenuga
Olaide Adelusi
Olaitan Uche
Olumide Soyombo
Oluwole Coker
Oluwole Sokunbi
Omolola Ogunseye
Ori Ochogbu

G Gaise Baba
Gbemi
Gloria Odigili
Gbolade Kayode
GreyChapel

H Harish Venkatesh
Hauwa Gadzama

I Ify Okpala 
Ije Anusim
Ijeoma Anyigbo
Ijeoma Okoli
Iwumadi Obianuju
Ibrahim Faleye Hero

J Jemimah Ugiagbe
Jibola Taiwo
Jola Accenture

K Kelechi Ekugo
Kemi Akinyele

Bisola Akinsuyi
Bisola Kayode - Adedeji
Bukki Olabiyi
Bukola Emmanuel 
Bukola Olatunji
Bright Emavwodua
Bisola Alli
Benjamin Atakpa 

Chiaka Unim
Chinansa Ken -Ugwuh
Chizoba Atsu
Chukwuma Nwanze
Clara
Cynthia
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B

C



Pelumi Joseph
Peter Falohun
Peter Falohun
Preye

Rasheed Ajalaruru
Remi Makinde
Ronke Marinho
Rhoda Akinola

S Sanya
Sayo Akinwale
Sele Inegbedion 
Segun Adetuyi
Seyi Akinwale
Sola Ogunbiyi
Susan
Samsondeen Adeyinka Adegbemi
Stella Vodounou
Suyirumso Richard Bila

T Tamilore Owolabi
Temi Orekunrin
Temilade Aduroja
Titilayo Oke
Tito Oyefeso
Tobi
Tolulope Oni 
Tope Adenle
Tope Akinyemi
Tope Oke
Tosin Fawole
Toyin Akinde
Tracy Dabul

Y Yemi Akisanya
Yetunde Demuren
Yewande Awoderu
Yewande Thorpe
Yinka Adesanya
Yomi Adebanjo

U Uju Iwuamadi
Oluwatobilola Ajayi
Onyekachi Ujebe

V Victor Aluyi
Vwoke
Victoria Francis 

W Walter Bassey

P

R



Be the change! Your donation to The Special Foundation makes a lasting impact. Join us in 
creating a more inclusive world where every child, irrespective of their background, has 
access to quality education.

ACCOUNT DETAILS

OR MAKE AN OFFLINE DONATION WITH THE DETAILS BELOW.

VISIT: https://www.thespecialfoundation.org/donate/

1016058609

USD 5071271021
USD account number

ZEIBNGLA
Zenith bank swift code

The Special Youth Leadership 
Foundation

8763293012
The Special Youth Leadership 
Foundation

0131522788
The Special Youth Leadership 
Foundation

https://www.thespecialfoundation.org/donate


THANK YOU

CONTACT US

https://www.thespecialfoundation.org/who-we-are



